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Programmes on TV
Crime, law and order

Behaviour in society generally
Education, schools, children

The Economy
Sport

Newspaper stories
The internet

The NHS 
Politics

Climate change / the Environment
Race relations or immigration

Celebrities or pop stars
Programmes on the radio

Religion
Social networking 

Advertising
Other

None of them
Don’t know
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% who talk about

Which, if any, of these things do you often talk about with other 
people nowadays? 

Source: Ipsos MORI/BBC TrustBase: 2,206 UK adults aged 16+, 7-25 March 2009
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NHS

Crime/ 
Law & 
Order

Race/ 
immi-

gration

Economy

Source: Ipsos MORI Issues Index

What do you see as the most/other important issues facing Britain today?

Unemployment

Base: representative sample of c.1,000 British adults age 
18+ each month, interviewed face-to-face in home
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Howard 
becomes 

Tory Leader

Cameron 
becomes 

Tory Leader

Brown 
becomes

PM

9/11

Foot and 
Mouth 
crisis

London 
Bombs

War in 
Iraq

General Election -
extra £400 million 

allocated for 
defence budget

War in 
Kosovo

Failed terror 
attacks in 

London and 
Glasgow

Base: representative sample of c.1,000 British adults age 
18+ each month, interviewed face-to-face in home

What do you see as the most/other important issues facing Britain today?

Source: Ipsos MORI Issues Index

Lowest 
score 

since 9/11 
as UK 

withdraws 
from Iraq



67%

63%

62%

62%

62%

The level of crime

Health serv ices

Affordable decent
housing

Clean streets

Parks and open
spaces

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 � � � � � �   

Thinking generally, which of the things below would you say is most 
important in making somewhere a good place to live?

Base: 23673 online adults across 23 countries, November 2009
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% who answered the level of crime

Thinking generally, which of the things below would you say is 
most important in making somewhere a good place to live?

Base: 23673 online adults across 6 countries, November 2009
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% who answered the level of crime

Which three of the following topics do you find the most worrying in your 
country?

Base: 22224 online adults across 6 countries, April 2009



43%

46%

9%
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Very big problem

Don’t know (2%)

Not a very big problem

Fairly big problem

Not a problem at all (1%) 

Base: 2,053 people aged 16+ in Britain 

How much of a problem, if at all, do you think crime is in the UK?

Net problem: +79
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30%

51%

9%
3%
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How much of a problem, if at all, do you think crime is in your local 
area?  By local area, I mean within 15-20 minutes walking distance of 
your home. 

Very big problem
Don’t know

Not a very big problem

Fairly big problem

Not a problem at all

Base: 2,053 people aged 16+ in Britain 

Net problem: -22



88%
68%
68%
67%
66%

61%
59%
58%
57%

53%
53%
53%

48%
45%

43%
40%

29%
3%

Drug dealing
Vehicle crime

Gun crime
Burglary and theft

Fraud / identity theft 
People trafficking/smuggling

Illegal importing/smuggling of products
Prostitution

Sale of counterfeit goods 
Shoplifting 

Money laundering 
Counterfeit money

Loan sharks
Tax evasion

Protection rackets 
Corruption of public officials 

Kidnapping for ransom
Don’t know 
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% who answered

Which, if any, of the following do you think are being carried out by 
criminal groups in the UK today?  

Base: 2,053 people aged 16+ in Britain 
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How much of a problem, if at all, do you think organised crime is in the 
UK?

Very big problem

Don’t know

Not a very big problem

Fairly big problem

Not a problem at all

Base: 2,053 people aged 16+ in Britain 

85% state that 
organised crime 
is a very/fairly 
big problem in 
the UK

10% state 
that 
organised 
crime is 
not very 
big/not a 
problem in 
the UK

Net problem: +75
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25%

47%

14%

8%
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How much of a problem, if at all, do you think organised crime is in your 
local area?

Very big problemDon’t know

Not a very big problem

Fairly big problem

Not a problem at all

Base: 2,053 people aged 16+ in Britain 

Net problem: -29



55%
49%

37%
29%

17%
16%

9%
9%
9%
9%

7%
8%

7%
6%
6%

4%
2%

10%
12%

Drug dealing
Burglary and theft

Vehicle crime
Shoplifting 

Fraud / identity theft 
Sale of counterfeit goods 

Gun crime
Prostitution

Tax evasion
Illegal importing or smuggling

Counterfeit money
Loan sharks

People trafficking or smuggling
Corruption of public officials

Money laundering 
Protection rackets 

Kidnapping for ransom
None of the above 

Don’t know
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% who answered

Which, if any, of these do you think are a problem in your local 
area? 

Base: 2,053 people aged 16+ in Britain 
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24%

70%
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Yes, regularly
Don’t know (1%)

No

Yes, sometimes

Have you ever personally felt intimidated, threatened or in danger 
because of organised crime activities in your local area? 

29% stated yes and were asked: 

Base: 2,053 people aged 16+ in Britain 

Have you ever taken action to 
tackle the organised crime problem 

in your local area?

% Yes 19

% No 83

Base: 663 who stated that organised crime is a problem in 
their local area 



46%
15%

14%
10%

9%
5%

3%
4%

3%
2%
2%

1%
3%

7%

Base: 649 who have not/would not take action against local problem

I don’t want to get hurt/involved

There is no point/it wouldn’t make any difference

It has nothing to do with me/its not my business

Haven’t experienced it/can’t say

It is not my responsibility/someone else’s job

I did not think it was a problem/did not think it was wrong

I don’t know who to report it to

I don’t have time

It does not affect me directly

I am unable (e.g. too old/sick)
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% who answered

You said that you have not taken any action to tackle the organised crime problem in your local 
area / would not take any action to tackle an organised crime problem in your local area.  Why is 
that? 

I am afraid of reprisals

I have no confidence in the local police

Other

Don’t know
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Not very confident

Very confidentDon’t know

Fairly confident

Not at all confident

How confident are you, if at all, that the police and authorities are 
effectively tackling organised crime in your local area?

Base: 2,053 people aged 16+ in Britain 

60% confident29% Not 
confident

Net confidence: +31
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Don’t 
know

Very 
confident

Not very 
confident

Fairly 
confident

Not at all 
confident

55%

24%

8%
7%

5%

Q. And how confident, if at all, would you say you are that the 
Government is reducing the risk of terrorist attacks in the 
UK?

Base: 1,854 adults aged 16+ in England and Wales  Fieldwork 
date: 21-27 May 2009 Source: Ipsos MORI 
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54%

31%
29%

26%
11%
11%

8%
6%

5%
5%

4%
4%

3%
3%
3%
3%

1%
4%

% who responded
Drug dealing

Gun crime
Burglary and theft

People trafficking/smuggling
Fraud/identity theft

Vehicle crime
Corruption of public officials

Tax evasion
Prostitution

Illegal importing/smuggling of products
Money laundering

Shoplifting
Loan sharks

Counterfeit money
Kidnapping for ransom

Protection rackets
Sale of counterfeit goods

Other

Don’t know
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Which THREE organised crime types you think the Government should 
prioritise tackling in the UK?

Base: 2,053 people aged 16+ in Britain 
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� Greater sophistication

� Shock pictures…

The truth – peers and ‘negative’ role models
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"

"

When I was at school the Navy came in and did 
a talk and a slide show on the effects of using 
LSD. The slides were extremely graphic and 
contained pictures of rooms after someone had 
had a bad trip; seeming to result in injury, 
evident by the blood. This combined with a very 
in-depth talk relating to each incident, left me in 
no doubt that taking LSD was extremely 
dangerous and it had a great impact on me
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Cut down supply/availability/ 
importation of drugs from abroad

Fieldwork 18-23 October 2007 Base: 2,044 British adults. Mentions over 4% only. 

Q8 What do you think is the most important thing for the next 10 
year drug strategy to achieve?

Improve education/education on 
risks
Cut down/stop users/drug 
use/reduce the amount of people 
taking drugs

Reduce drug related crime

Stop the drug dealers/get drugs off 
the street

Abolish drugs/shut down supply

More support/help for drug users

Stronger sentences for 
dealers/suppliers



-� � 
 � � 
 � � � 	 � �

� Concern is there

� Need to keep thinking hard about making its 
real impacts clearer – improving 
communications

� As well as better intervention…

� All in a climate of less money

� Have a good evening!
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