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London 
Bombs

Introduction of 
means-tested 
tuition fees

Labour’s second term -
pledge to improve failing 

secondary schools

Fuel 
Protests

City academies 
introduced to combat 
entrenched failure in 
some urban schools Education and 

Inspections Bill limits the 
power of LAs to open 

new schools

Base: representative sample of c.1,000 British adults age 
18+ each month, interviewed face-to-face in home

Howard 
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Lowest score 
since Dec 1985

What do you see as the most/other important issues facing Britain today?

Source: Ipsos MORI Issues Index
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What do you see as the most/other important issues facing Britain today?

Unemployment

Base: representative sample of c.1,000 British adults age 
18+ each month, interviewed face-to-face in home
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The things people can buy and do – their housing, furniture, food, cars, 
recreation and travel – make up their standard of living. How satisfied or 
dissatisfied do you feel about your standard of living at present?
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Source: Ipsos MORI Political MonitorBase: 1,011 British adults 18+, 17th-19th April 2009
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Base: c. 1,000 British adults each month

Source: Ipsos MORI Political Monitor
Note: Data collected prior to May 2008 was collected via face-to-face 
methodology; data collected from June 2008 was via telephone
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% Tell the Truth

Q “… would you tell me if you generally trust them to tell the 
truth, or not?”

Base: 2,023 British adults (aged 15+), 4-10 September 2009 Source: Ipsos MORI 
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Themselves

Their country

Don’t know

Their party

Do you think British politicians are out merely for themselves, for 
their party or to do their best for their country?

Base: c. 1,000 British adults, August 1944 Source: Gallup, reported in George H Gallup (1976), The Gallup International Public 
Opinion Polls: Great Britain 1937-1975 (Random House, New York), volume I, p 96. 
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How much do you trust a British government of any party to place
the needs of this country above the interests of their own political 
party?

% “ almost never”

Source: British Social Attitudes, 1986-2005
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� Most honest party 
leader since 1979?

� Least popular party 
leader since 1979?
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� Least honest party 
leader since 1979?

� Most popular party 
leader since 1979?

� Being a capable leader and good in a crisis much 
more related to overall ratings than honesty
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Base: All valid responses, 323 local authorities, Place Survey 2008/09 Source: Ipsos MORI 
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18-34 63%

35-54 61%

55+ 64%

ABC1 61%

C2DE 65%
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To what extent do you agree or disagree that British society is 
broken?

Base: 1,017 British adults 18+, 12-14 September 2008 Source: Ipsos MORI Political Monitor
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Young people today have too much freedom and not enough 
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Parents should be made to take more responsibility for the behaviour 
of their children

% Agree

15-29 84

30-49 95
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C1 95
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2008

People led happier 
lives in the old days 
when they had fewer 
problems to cope 
with;  I would like 
Britain to be the way 
it used to be
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More time with family
Earning double what I do 
now

Q Which four or five of the following things do you think would 
make you happier?

More time with friends

More travelling

More time for leisure/sport
Better community spirit

Having a happy marriage

More contact with nature

Moving abroad
Learning new skills

Better health

Better housing

Moving jobs

More time to think/be alone

Base: 2,015 interviewed face to face in home in GB  aged 15 +, 20-25 Sept 2007
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“If you want to be happy for a few 
hours, get drunk. If you want to 
be happy for a few years, get a 
wife. If you want to be happy 
forever, get a garden”

Traditional
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Base: 2,015 interviewed face to face in home in GB  aged 15 +, 20-25 Sept 2007



-3

-5

-2

-4

31

26

29

30

15-34

35-54

55-74

75+

Base: 2013 British adults

* 0( %� �� � ' � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

Taking all things together, would you say in general you are…

% Unhappy/ Very unhappy % Very Happy



“A leader is a dealer in 
hope”. 

Napoleon Bonaparte
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… exactly or something 
very close …

Don’t know

Q Which of the following statements comes closest to how you feel your 
current or most recent job or occupation compares to what you really wanted 
or hoped to do when you were still at school? I am doing … than/to what I 
wanted or hoped to do back then.

Base: 1,997 British adults, 22-26 June 2006, Ipsos MORI Omnibus for the Sutton Trust/the Treasury 

… something different 
but as good as …

… something different 
and better …

… something different 
and worse …
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Base: 1,997 British adults, 22-26 June 2006, Ipsos MORI Omnibus for the Sutton Trust/the Treasury 



How did you feel 
about school?
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A positive 
experience overall

Don’t know

Q Looking back to your time at school, would you describe it as … ?

Base: 1,997 British adults, 22-26 June 2006, Ipsos MORI Omnibus for the Sutton Trust/the Treasury 
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A negative experience 
overall
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My family are more important to me than my friends

Source: Ipsos MORI Real Trends, self-completion and online. Base: 2,019 British adults 16+, 9th May – 5th June 2008 
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Do you think it is right or wrong for the government to encourage 
marriage?

Source: ICM opinion poll July 2007 on behalf of the Sunday Telegraph
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Percentage of young people living in single parent family 
structures, aged 11, 13 and 15: 2001

Source: UNICEF An overview of Child Wellbeing in rich countries, 2007
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Please tell me how strongly you agree or disagree with each of these 
arguments about public services and public spending

“Public services are already 
run efficiently, and so the 

only way to cut spending is 
to cut services provided to 

the public”

“There are many public 
services that are a waste 
of money and can be cut”

Base: 1,004  British adults, 19-21 June 2009

Source: Ipsos MORI Public Spending Index

% Tend to disagree% Strongly disagree % Tend to agree % Strongly agree
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Labour government

Conservative government

Other

Do you think a Labour or Conservative government would be most 
effective in getting good value for the public money it spends? 

Source: Ipsos MORI Base: c.1,000 British Adults

% Other% Conservative government% Labour government

39%

32%

4%
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Please tell me how strongly you agree or disagree with each of 
these arguments about public services and public spending

% Tend to disagree % Strongly disagree% Tend to agree% Strongly agree

There is a real need to cut 
spending on public services in 
order to pay off the very high 
national debt we now have

Making public services more 
efficient can save enough money 
to pay off the very high national 
debt we now have, without 
damaging services the public 
receive

Source: Ipsos MORI Public Spending IndexBase: 1,006  British adults, 13-15 November 2009



42%

53%

5%
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Spending on public 
services should be 

maintained, even if it 
means increasing the 

income tax I pay

Government borrowing 
should be reduced, even 
if it means spending on 
key public services is cut

Don’t 
know

Government borrowing is now at record levels, and will need to be 
reduced in future. Which of these statements comes closest to 
your own view?

Source: Ipsos MORI Public Spending IndexBase: 1,006  British adults, 13-15 November 2009
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Labour

Q If a Labour / Conservative Government is elected 
after the next general election, do you think it will 
or will not increase tax?

80%

11%

9% Will
Will not

Don’t know

Source: MORI/Financial Times

Conservative

67%

23%

10%
Will

Will not

Don’t know

Base: 1,005 British adults 18+, 15-18 April 2005 



If the overall level of public spending is going to be reduced as part of the process 
of reducing borrowing and rebalancing the public finances, should spending on 
some services be protected from cuts even if that means bigger rises in taxation 
and/or deeper cuts in other areas of public spending, or should no services be 
protected from cuts?

77%

20%

4%

6 � � � �$ � � � � � � ' � � � � � %�� � � �) � � � � � � � � � ! � � ' �
� � � �

Yes, protect 
some services

Don’t 
know

No, do not protect 
any services

Source: Ipsos MORI Public Spending IndexBase: 1,004  British adults, 19-21 June 2009
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The NHS/health care 
Schools 

The Police

Defence 
Local authority services

Benefit payments

Social services 

Care for the elderly 

Overseas aid 

And which TWO or THREE, if any, of the following main areas of 
public spending do you think should be cut to restore public 
finances?

Base: All who think some services should be protected (773), 19-21 June 2009 Source: Ipsos MORI Public Spending Index

None of these
Don’t know



82%

58%

46%

35%

15%

13%

8%

6%

1%

*%

5%
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The NHS/health care 
Schools

The Police

Defence 

Local authority services
Benefit payments

Social services 

Care for the elderly 

Overseas aid 

Which TWO or THREE, if any, of the following main areas of public 
spending do you think should be protected from any cuts?

None of these
Don’t know

Base: All who think some services should be protected (773), 19-21 June 2009 Source: Ipsos MORI Public Spending Index
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Source: Ipsos MORI - Base 2,000 respondents

Q. Over the last ten years, people without children have paid 
more tax so families raising children can receive increased 
support.  Do you support or oppose this policy?

Tend to 
oppose

No opinion Strongly
support

Strongly 
oppose

Tend to 
support

Neither support nor 
oppose

Support 
43%Oppose 

32%



27%

24%18%

15%

11%
6%

� � � � � 	 � � � � �) � � � � � � �

Neither support nor 
oppose

Tend to support

Tend to oppose

Strongly SupportStrongly Oppose

Q. How strongly would you support or oppose the following:

‘Parents who fail to bring up their children properly should 
lose eligibility for family payments’

Source: Ipsos MORI – Base 2,000 respondents 

No opinion
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In Sweden, parents can group together to open a new school in their 
area if they are not satisfied with local schools and the government 
will then give them funding to run it. On balance, do you think such a 
scheme should be introduced in Britain, or not

Base: 1,017 British adults 18+, Online survey, 2009 Source: Ipsos MORI/Prospect Magazine

46%

31%

23%
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Some people have suggested that more schools in future could be 
run directly by private companies or charities rather than Local
Education Authorities as now. How strongly do you support or oppose 
this idea, or do you have no view either way?

Base: 1,017 British adults 18+, Online survey, 2009 Source: Ipsos MORI/Prospect Magazine
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Base: 1,000 teachers in England and Wales, 19 Ocotber-3 December 2009; Ipsos MORI Teachers Omnibus 
for the Sutton Trust

Q. In your opinion, which political party, if any, will be best for the education 
system over the next few years?

Can’t say – no one party stands 
out as better than the others

Labour

Conservative

Can’t say – don’t know what 
they’re proposing at all/in 

enough detail
Liberal Democrats

None – all as bad as each other

Green Party

Welsh Nationalist

Other
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� Can be proud of what we have achieved

� But not as much as we hoped, and the 
money’s running out

� Can you do more for society than just 
educate?

� The public hope so…

� What do you want to be famous for?
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