
� � � � � � � � � 	 � � 
 � � � � � � � � � 	 � � � � � 
 � � � 
 � �
� � � � � � � � � � � 	 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �  
September 2009

Contacts:

Ben.Page@ipsos.com

Julia.Clark@ipsos.com

020 7347 3000



� � � ! � "� � � � � � � # �� � � $�� � � � � � %�

� Gordon Brown’s speech at this year’s Labour Party Conference focussed on 
Labour’s accomplishments to date, and was a clear ‘call to arms’ for the core of 
the party, to rally them in advance of next year’s election

� Brown’s policy announcements included:

– A referendum on electoral reform

– The power to recall MPs

– More free childcare for poor families 

– Supervised networks for 16 and 17 year old single mothers

– A formal confirmation that ID cards will not be mandatory

– Tougher rules on anti-social behaviour

– New local powers to limit 24-hour drink licenses

– New national investment corporation

– Tightening immigration points system

– Law that the Government will spend 0.7% of GDP on international aid
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� While it is likely that Labour will get a poll ‘bounce’ from Brown’s fairly energetic 
speech to the Labour Party Conference, the Conservatives will round off 
Conference season next week, giving them a chance to respond 

� Ipsos MORI’s latest poll (carried out the weekend before the Labour Conference, 
as the Liberal Democrat Conference came to a close) showed Labour in third 
place to the Liberal Democrats

– CONSERVATIVES 36%, LABOUR 24% AND LIBERAL DEMOCRATS 25%

– This represents a 7 point drop for the Tories, and an 8 point gain for the Liberal 
Democrats; Labour’s share has not changed significantly from last month

– It is important to note that the polls are traditionally fairly volatile during conference 
season, reflecting changing public opinion over the course of each conference; we 
can expect the polls to ‘settle’ back down again in mid-October

– Seven in ten people are dissatisfied with the way the Government is running the 
country

– Half feel that the Conservatives are ready to govern

– The Tories are felt to be best at looking after the interests of ‘people like me’ and are 
seen as more ‘united’ than Labour
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� The economy is the most important issue in helping the British public decide how 
to vote (39%), followed by healthcare (20%), education (17%) unemployment 
(15%) and immigration (13%)

– The Conservatives are seen as having better policies than Labour on managing the 
economy, asylum and immigration and crime / anti-social behaviour

– Labour is are seen as having better policies on healthcare and unemployment

� Cameron is the first leader of the Opposition since Tony Blair to get consistently 
positive ratings. He is also seen as the leader who would make the most capable 
Prime Minister

� Brown’s personal ratings are on a par with John Major’s after Black Wednesday 
and is seen as most out of touch with the public – although he is seen as the 
leader who best understands world problems

� Nick Clegg is seen as the most honest of the three leaders. His profile is slowly 
improving although a quarter still don’t know
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� Ipsos MORI’s annual survey of trust in different types of professions shows that 
for the first time since 2001, politicians have replaced journalists as the least 
trusted profession

� All parties have discussed cuts to services in an effort to balance the budget, but 
it will prove a difficult dialogue with the public, as the scale of the problems 
facing public finances has still not filtered through to the public

� Three-quarters of people think that making public services more efficient can 
save enough money to help cut government spending without damaging the 
services they receive

� The public are split on hard choices between cutting services or raising taxes

� In particular, they don’t want to see cuts in frontline services that they receive, or 
tax rises that hit their pocket – let others pay the price

� Which party will they trust to make these hard decisions? At the moment the 
Tories have the lead
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36%

24%

15%

25%

How would you vote if there were a General Election tomorrow?

Base: 530 British adults 18+ and absolutely certain to vote from a representative sample of 
1,003 British adults 18+, 25-27 September 2009

Conservative

Liberal Democrat

Labour

Other

Source: Ipsos MORI Political Monitor

Conservative lead = +12

This is the first time 
Labour has fallen into 
third place since April 
1982, when the Tories 
were on 35%, Lib/SDP 
alliance on 33% and 

Labour on 30%
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Base: c. 1,000 British adults each month through June 2008; c. 500 British adults thereafter

36%

24%

How would you vote if there were a General Election tomorrow?

Howard elected 
(Nov 03)

2005 General 
Election

Cameron elected 
(Dec 05)

Brown as PM 
(Jun 07)

Source: Ipsos MORI Political Monitor

25%
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Source: Ipsos MORI Political Monitor

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the Conservatives 
are ready to form the next Government?
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Which political party, if any …
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…do you think would be 
best at looking after the 
interests of people like 

you? 

…is most clear and 
united about what its 

policies should be? 

LabourConservatives Lib Dems Other None Don’t know

Source: Ipsos MORI Political MonitorBase: 1,003 British adults 18+, 25th-27th September 2009
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David Cameron

The Government

Nick Clegg

Net 
satisfaction 

+21

-43

+6

Gordon Brown -36

Source: Ipsos MORI Political Monitor

Net change 
from August

2009

+5

+5

-3

+1

How satisfied or dissatisfied are you with the way … is running 
the country / doing his job as … ?

Base: 1,003 British adults 18+, 25th-27th September 2009
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Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the way Gordon Brown is 
doing his job as Prime Minister?

Satisfied
Don’t know

September 2009

Dissatisfied
Net = -36

July 2007 – September 2009

Source: Ipsos MORI Political Monitor
Note: Data collected prior to May 2008 was collected via face-to-face 
methodology; data collected from June 2008 was via telephone

Dissatisfied

Satisfied

Base: 1,003 British adults 18+, 25th-27th September 2009
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45%

39%

16%

Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the way David Cameron is 
doing his job as leader of the Conservative Party?

SatisfiedDon’t know

Dissatisfied

Net = +6

Source: Ipsos MORI Political Monitor
Note: Data collected prior to May 2008 was collected via face-to-face 
methodology; data collected from June 2008 was via telephone
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Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the way Nick Clegg is doing 
his job as leader of the Liberal Democrats? 

Satisfied
Don’t know

September 2009

Dissatisfied Net = +21

January 2008 – September 2009

Source: Ipsos MORI Political Monitor
Note: Data collected prior to May 2008 was collected via face-to-face 
methodology; data collected from June 2008 was via telephone
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Base: 1,003 British adults 18+, 25th-27th September 2009
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MAJOR / 

How satisfied or dissatisfied are you with the way … is doing his 
/ her job as Prime Minister?

THATCHER /

NEW PM

Source: Ipsos MORI Political MonitorBase: c. 1,000 British adults each month
Note: Data collected prior to May 2008 was collected via face-to-face 
methodology; data collected from June 2008 was via telephone
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Number of months from becoming Prime Minister
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Number of months from new PM

MAJOR / BROWN

How satisfied or dissatisfied are you with the way the Government 
is running the country?

THATCHER / BLAIR

NEW PM �

Source: Ipsos MORI Political MonitorBase: c. 1,000 British adults each month
Note: Data collected prior to May 2008 was collected via face-to-face 
methodology; data collected from June 2008 was via telephone
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Number of months from becoming leader

CAMERON (2005-?)

How satisfied or dissatisfied are you with the way … is doing his 
job as leader of the … Party?

BLAIR (1994-1997)

Base: c.1,000 British adults interviewed 3rd week of the month         Source: Ipsos MORI Political Monitor
Note: Data collected prior to May 2008 was collected via face-to-face 
methodology; data collected from June 2008 was via telephone

Note: methods change for Cameron; see below
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Who do you think would make the most capable Prime Minister …?
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September 2009

June 2001

March 1992
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June 2007
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July/August 2004

Source: Ipsos MORI Political MonitorBase: 1,003 British adults 18+, 25th-27th September 2009
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Which leader do you think … Gordon Brown, David Cameron or Nick Clegg?
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…is more honest than most 
politicians 

…best understands world 
problems? 

…would be best in a 
crisis? 

…is most out of touch with 
ordinary people? 

…best understands the problems 
facing Britain?

Source: Ipsos MORI Political MonitorBase: 1,003 British adults 18+, 25th-27th September 2009
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Asylum/ immigration
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Afghanistan

Education

Party leader/policies

Managing the economy

Protecting the environment

Healthcare

Defence

Crime/ anti-soc. behaviour

Looking ahead of the next General Election, which, if any, of these issues do 
you think will be very important to you in helping you decide which party to vote 
for? Change from 

August 2008*
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+2

Source: Ipsos MORI Political Monitor
Base: 1,003 British adults 18+, 25th-27th September 2009
NOTE: Trend is from a face-to-face, prompted question. This year’s question is asked open-ended.
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All at 3% and above

Europe 0
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Source: Ipsos MORI Political MonitorBase: 1,003 British adults 18+, 25th-27th September 2009

+5

-15

-2

-5

+14

+11

+3 

+2

Conservative lead over 
Labour

Labour Conservatives Lib Dems

39

20

17

15

13

10

6

6

% who think issue is ‘very 
important’ in helping them 
decide how to vote

NB. Figures exclude ‘don’t know’, ‘none’ and ‘other’ responses
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January 2004 – September 2009

Improve 43%

Get worse 27%

Do you think that the general economic condition of the country will 
improve, stay the same or get worse over the next 12 months?

Stay 
the same

Stay the same 28%

Source: Ipsos MORI Political Monitor

EOI = +16%

Base: 1,003 British adults 18+, 25th-27th September 2009
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Do you think that the general economic condition of the country will 
improve, stay the same or get worse over the next 12 months?
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Year Source:  Ipsos MORIBase: c.1,000 British adults each month
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% Disagree% Agree

We demand a great deal from 
public services but are not 
prepared to pay enough taxes to 
fund them

Too much money is spent on 
public services

Base: 1,041 online British adults aged 16-64, 4-7 Sept 2009

To what extent do you agree or disagree with each of the following 
statements about public services in Britain?
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To what extent do you agree or disagree with each of the following 
statements about public services in Britain?

There is a real need to cut 
spending on public services in 
order to pay off the very high 
national debt we now have

Making public services more 
efficient can save enough money 
to help cut government spending, 
without damaging services the 
public receive

Base: 1,041 online British adults aged 16-64, 4-7 Sept 2009

% Disagree% Agree
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Spending on public 
services should be 

maintained, even if it 
means increasing the 

income tax I pay

Government borrowing 
should be reduced, even 
if it means spending on 
key public services is cut

Don’t 
know

Government borrowing is now at record levels, and will need to be 
reduced in future. Which of these statements comes closest to 
your own view?

Base: 1,041 online British adults aged 16-64, 4-7 Sept 2009
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Government borrowing is now at record levels, and will need to be 
reduced in future. Which of these statements comes closest to 
your own view?

Base: 1,041 online British adults aged 16-64, 4-7 Sept 2009

% Spending on public services should 
be maintained, even if it means 
increasing the income tax I pay

% Government borrowing should be 
reduced, even if it means spending on 
key public services is cut
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% Other% Conservative Government% Labour Government
% None % Don’t know

Do you think a Labour or Conservative Government would be 
most effective in getting good value for the public money it 
spends? 

Source: Ipsos MORI Public Spending IndexBase: 1,004  British adults, 19-21 June 2009
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Tax on business

Inheritance tax

Income tax

VAT

Fuel duty

Council tax

None

% Most % Least
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In order to bring the nation’s debts under control, many experts think it is 
highly likely that the level of taxation will increase in future.  If taxes were 
to rise, which of these, if any, would you be most/least in favour of being 
increased?

Base: 1,041 online British adults aged 16-64, 4-7 Sept 2009



53

7

6

5

17

7

12

35

16

19

7

3

� �� � � � � $� � � # � �  � � �&� � � � � � � # � �  � � � � � � � # � �� 9 �

Longer waiting lists

Charges for visiting your GP

Some types of treatment not available 
in your area, depending on where you 

live

Fees for hospital stays

Requiring patients to change lifestyle 
before they are allowed treatment (e.g. 

give up smoking, change diet)

% Most % Least

If the NHS was to face lower levels of spending, which of 
these, if any, would you be most/least willing to accept?

Base: 1,041 online British adults aged 16-64, 4-7 Sept 2009

None of these
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Higher university fees

Larger class sizes in primary 
schools

Larger class sizes in secondary 
schools

Fewer free pre-school places

% Most % Least

If education services were to face lower levels of spending, 
which of these, if any, would you be most/least willing to 
accept?

Base: 1,041 online British adults aged 16-64, 4-7 Sept 2009

None of these
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More fines (eg speeding tickets, parking 
fines)

Fewer rehabilitation programmes for drugs 
& alcohol users

Fewer prison sentences and more 
community sentences

Fewer education programmes in prisons

% Most % Least

If the Criminal Justice System was to face lower levels of 
spending, which of these, if any, would you be most/least
willing to accept?

Base: 1,041 online British adults aged 16-64, 4-7 Sept 2009

None of these

Less monitoring of people on probation

Fewer police
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Doctors
Teachers

Professors
Judges

Clergymen
Scientists

TV newsreaders
The Police

Ordinary man/woman in street
Pollsters

Civil servants
Trade union officials

Business leaders
Journalists

Government ministers
Politicians generally

% Not trust % Trust
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Q. For each, would you tell me whether you generally trust them to 
tell the truth or not?

Base: 2,023 British adults aged 15+, 4-10 September 2009 Source: Ipsos MORI/RCP

% Change in 
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% trust to tell the truth

Base: c. 1,000-2,000 British adults each survey
Source: 1983 & 1987 MORI/Sunday Times; 1991-1996 MORI/BMA; 1997 MORI/Cancer Research Campaign; 1998-2005 MORI/BMA;
2006, 2007 and 2009 Ipsos MORI/RCP

… whether you generally trust them to tell the truth or not?

Doctors
Teachers

Journalists

Government ministers

Ordinary man/woman in the street
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� This slide pack contains data from a range of recent Ipsos MORI 
polls. It aims to provide a useful overview of where the parties
and leaders stand as the Conservative and Labour parties begin 
their conferences in advance of the election next year 

� Data contained in this pack includes:
– Ipsos MORI’s monthly Political Monitor, containing data on voting 

intention, certainty of voting, satisfaction with Government and leaders, 
best party on key issues to voting and economic optimism

– Additional questions asked this month specifically for the party
conferences

– Ipsos MORI’s recent poll for the RSA about attitudes towards public 
spending, containing data on perceptions of public services and how the 
public view possible spending cuts

– Ipsos MORI’s latest Veracity Index, showing trust in various professions, 
commissioned recently for the Royal College of Physicians
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