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Voting intention: all giving an opinion vs. those 
‘certain to vote’
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Labour lead over Con = +21% Labour lead over Con = +17%

Q. How would you vote if there were a General Election tomorrow?

Base: All giving a voting intention = 83% (825); all certain to vote = 57% (576).
Data collected among 1,009 Scottish adults 18+, 19-23 November 2009 Source: Ipsos MORI 



Voting intention for a Westminster General 
Election – Trends 
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Base: All certain to vote – March 2005 (434); March 2006 (526); June 2006 (520); August (571); November 2009 (576).
Pre Aug 2009 – data collected among c.1,000 Scottish adults face-to-face; Post Aug 2009 - Data collected among c.1,000 
Scottish adults 18+ by telephone
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Voting intention: all giving an opinion vs. those 
‘certain to vote’

Q. If there were elections to the Scottish Parliament tomorrow, how would you 
use your first vote?

All giving a voting 
intention (85%)
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SNP lead = -3% SNP lead = +4%
Base: All giving a voting intention = 85% (848); all certain to vote = 55% (546).
Data collected among 1,009 Scottish adults 18+, 19-23 November 2009 Source: Ipsos MORI 



Voting intention for the Constituency element 
of a Scottish Parliament Election – Trends 
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Base: All certain to vote – March 2005 (436); June 2005 (500); Sep 2005 (544); March 2006 (491); June 2006 (444); 
August 2009 (533); November 2009 (546).
Pre Aug 2009 – data collected among c.1,000 Scottish adults face-to-face; Post Aug 2009 - Data collected 
among c.1,000 Scottish adults 18+ by telephone
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General Election outcome    
Q The UK General Election next year is likely to result in either a Conservative 
or Labour government in Westminster. Regardless of how you intend to vote, 
which do you think would be best for Scotland, a Conservative government in 

61%

7%8%

24% Conservative 
Government  

Labour Government   

Both the same    
Westminster, or a Labour Government?   

Base: All adults 18+ (1,009), 19th November – 23rd November 2009

Don’t know    



Satisfaction with party leaders
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Base: 1,009 Scottish adults 18+, 19-23 November 2009 

David Cameron

Alex Salmond

Gordon Brown

Satisfied Dissatisfied

Q. How satisfied or dissatisfied are you with the way … is doing his job?

Source: Ipsos MORI 
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Issues facing Scotland
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Unemployment/factory closure
/ lack of industry

Economy/economic situation

Education/schools 

NHS/hospitals/health care

Scottish Independence/constitution/
Devolution

Crime/law and order/ASB
Environment/climate change

/pollution
Housing

Immigration (race relations)

Drug abuse

Q. What do you see as the most important issue facing Scotland today?
Q. What do you see as other important issues facing Scotland today?

Base: 1,009 Scottish adults 18+, 19-23 November 2009; 
GB results: 968 British adults 18+, 13-19 November 2009 
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Change 
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Transport/public transport +1% 2%

Source: Ipsos MORI 



Views on a referendum 1   
Q. The Scottish Government has proposed a referendum on Scotland’s 
constitutional future. Which of the following statements comes closest to your 
own view about the referendum?  

50%
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25% I believe a referendum 
should be held as soon 
as possible 

I believe a referendum should 
be held in a few years time but 
is not a priority at the moment 

I do not believe there should 
be a referendum on this issue  

Don’t know 

Base: All adults 18+ (1,009), 19th November – 23rd November 2009



Views on a referendum 2   
Q. Which of the following statements, if any, comes closest to your own view?  

20%

46%

32%

Scotland should remain 
part of the UK with the 
same devolved powers 
it has at present 

Scotland should remain part of 
the UK with increased powers  

Scotland should become a 
fully independent country, 
separate from the rest of the 
UK   

Some other view (3%) 

Base: All adults 18+ (1,009), 19th November – 23rd November 2009


