
30%

47%

14%

9%
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Not at all concerned

Fairly concerned

Very concerned

Q. How concerned, if at all, are you about climate change?

Base: 1,039 GB adults aged 15+, interviewed f-2-f and in home, 23-29 May 2008

Not very concerned
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42
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Q. To what extent do you agree or disagree that……?

Many scientific experts still
question if humans are 

contributing to climate change

% Disagree % Agree

I sometimes think climate 
change might not be as bad as 

people say

Base: 1,039 GB adults aged 15+, interviewed f-2-f and in home, 23-29 May 2008
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29
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Q. To what extent do you agree or disagree that……?

I want to see the Government do 
more on climate change

% Disagree % Agree

Climate change is being used by the 
Government as an excuse to raise 

taxes

I am worried the Government, in 
taking action on climate change, will 
try to restrict the things I want to do

Base: 1,039 GB adults aged 15+, interviewed f-2-f and in home, 23-29 May 2008
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Q. To what extent do you agree or disagree that……?

People say they’re concerned but at 
the end of the day they’re not 

prepared to make big sacrifices for 
the environment

% Disagree % Agree

I personally find the subject of 
climate change interesting

In my area, people taking action to 
reduce their carbon footprint and 

tackle climate change is the ‘normal’
thing to do

Base: 1,039 GB adults aged 15+, interviewed f-2-f and in home, 23-29 May 2008
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40%

24%

12%
5%
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 � � � � � � � � � � � �

Strongly disagree

Neither agree 
nor disagree

Strongly agree

Base: 1,039 GB adults aged 15+, interviewed f-2-f and in home, 23-29 May 2008

Tend to disagree

Q. To what extent do you agree or disagree that we should invest now in 
renewable energy even if it increases the price of energy bills?

Tend to agree



4%

26%

47%

13%

6%

5%
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 � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � �

Q. Thinking about what is reasonable to expect people to do to tackle climate 
change, which one of the following statements best describes your opinion?

…do things like recycling and turning lights off at home as well 
as bigger actions e.g. in terms of what products they buy, how 

much they pay for things and how much they drive and fly

…do recycling and turning lights off at home but no more

Individuals should be expected to……

…make significant and radical changes to their lifestyle in 
terms of the products they buy, how much they pay for 

things and how much they drive and fly

There is no need to take any action – climate change is 
natural/humans are not having that much impact

Individuals should not be expected to do anything,
it is not their responsibility

Don’t know

Base: 1,039 GB adults aged 15+, interviewed f-2-f and in home, 23-29 May 2008
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5%

33%

36%

21%
6%

21%

18%
33%

23%

Q. How confident, if at all, are 
you that the Government will deal 
with climate change in the next 
few years.  Are you……?

Q. To what extent to do you 
agree or disagree that it is too 
late to do anything to stop climate 
change?

Base: 1,039 GB adults aged 15+, interviewed f-2-f and in home, 23-29 May 2008

Very confident

Fairly 
confident

Not very 
confident

Not at all 
confident

Strongly 
agree

Tend to 
agree

Tend to 
disagree

Neither agree 
nor disagree

Strongly 
disagree
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27%
20%

11%
10%
10%

8%
7%
7%
7%
7%

5%

34%

38%
39%

Base: 8,848 GB adults, 18+  Source: Ipsos MORI Political Monitor: Annual aggregate 2007

Crime/law & order/violence

Defence/foreign affairs/terrorism

Drug abuse
Economy/economic situation

Education/schools

Housing

Morality/individual behaviour

National Health Service/Hospitals/

Pensions/social security/benefits

Pollution/environment

Poverty/inequality

Race relations/immigration/immigrants

Taxation

Unemployment/factory closure/lack of 
industry

Q What do you see as the main/other important issues facing Britain today
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Q What do you see as the main/other important issues facing Britain 

today? 

Base: representative sample of at least 1,000 British adults age 18+ 
each month, interviewed face-to-face in home

Major 
becomes 

PM

Blair 
becomes 

PM

Black Wednesday
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Q What do you see as the main/other important issues facing Britain 

today? [Economy / Environment responses]

Base: representative sample of at least 1,000 British adults age 18+ each month, 
interviewed face-to-face in home

Howard 
becomes 

Tory Leader

Cameron 
becomes 

Tory Leader

Brown 
becomes 

PM

Sub-prime 
mortgage 

crisis in the US 

Northern 
Rock 

nationalised

Highest 
score since 

1993
Global Recession 

and Russian 
Financial crisis 

Wettest Autumn since records 
began – widespread flooding 

across the UK

Stern Review 
published, IPCC V4; 
EC proposes 20% 

carbon emission cuts
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Base: 8,848 GB adults, 18+ Source: Ipsos MORI Political Monitor: Annual aggregate 2007
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% pollution/environment is   
important issue
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Base: 8,848 GB adults, 18+ Source: Ipsos MORI Political Monitor: Annual aggregate 2007



Daily Mail

DailyExpress

The Sun

The Mirror
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Financial Times

The Metro

Other

Daily TelegraphNone of these
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Base: 8,848 GB adults, 18+ Source: Ipsos MORI Political Monitor: Annual aggregate 2007
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Q Do you think that climate change is...

9%

41%

44%

3%

9%

41%

46%

3%

12%

55%

32%

1%

Base:  1,002 British adults 16+ interviewed by telephone, 25th-17th August 2006 and 600 
British adults 16+, 3-5 July 2007

Mainly caused by natural 
processes

Partly caused by natural 
processes and partly caused 
by human activity

Mainly caused by human 
activity

…or do you think there’s no 
such thing as climate 
change?

2002 2006 2007



15%

45%

18%

15%

7%
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 � � � � � � 	 � � � � � � � � 	 � � � 	 �

Strongly disagree

Neither agree 
nor disagree

Strongly agree

Q To what extent do you agree or disagree that many scientific 
experts still question if humans are contributing to climate change?

Base: 1,039 GB adults aged 15+, interviewed f-2-f and in home, 23-29 May 2008

Tend to disagree

Tend to agree
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Q Can you tell me which of the things from the following list, if any, you 
have done in the last 12 months?

Base: All adults 16 – 64 (1,000), May 2008

85%

71%

61%

51%

49%

46%

41%

34%

15%

12%

9%

Re-used carrier bags

Bought free-range eggs

Bought fair trade products

Bought from a farmers’ market/
bought products produced locally

Recycled or composed food waste

Sent items to be recycled

Bought organic products

Bought products with recycled
content (e.g. paper, etc)

Avoided buying products which
have been transported by air

Advised someone against using a company 
because it has not acted responsibly
Avoided buying products which
have been grown out of season



18%

59%

12%

9%
1%
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 � � 
 � � � � 	 � 
 � 	 � �

Strongly disagree

Neither agree 
nor disagree

Strongly agree

Q To what extent do you agree or disagree that it is difficult to know 
which products are better for society and the environment? 

Tend to disagree

Tend to agree

Base: 2,037 British adults, 14th – 20th June 2007

Don’t know – 2%



9%

17%

17%

34%

23%

12%

35%

35%

14%

4%

0*�) � � � � � 
 � � �1
 � � � � 
 � � � � � � �

Very likely

Not at all likely

Don’t know

Cost irrespective Grant-adjusted costs

Q Irrespective of cost, how likely is it you would consider installing solar cells 
on your roof?

Q If the initial cost of installing solar cells on your home was £8,000, with the 
time it takes for you to start making money through energy savings in region 
of 15-20 years, how likely is it you would consider installing solar panels on 
your roof?

Base: 502 London adults aged 16+, face-to-face, ih-home, Aug-Sep 2003

Fairly likely

Not very likely
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49
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% Oppose % Support

Q The Conservative Party have just released a report from their Quality of Life Working 
Group which has made a series of proposals about protecting the environment and 
addressing climate change. These are not official Conservative Party Policy but are 
under consideration. I am going to read out a selection of some of the proposals, and 
I would like you to tell me whether you support or oppose them.

Base: 2,015 adults 15+, Great Britain, 20-25 September 2007 

As a matter of principle, higher taxes on 
environmentally damaging activities and lower 

taxes on income

Money off stamp duty and council tax for 
environmentally-friendly/low energy homes

Charging for parking at out of town shopping 
centres to match the situation in city centres

Higher taxes for less efficient cars and lower 
taxes for more efficient cars

Value Added Tax (VAT) added to domestic 
and ‘short haul’ flights

A freeze in airport expansions



14%

39%
13%

21%

12%
2%
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 � � � � 
 � � 	 
 � � � 	 � � � � � � 	 � � 
 � � ,� ,� ,� ,

Neither/nor

Strongly agree
Don’t know

Tend to disagree

Tend to agree

Strongly disagree

Base: 2,015 adults 15+, Great Britain, 20-25 September 2007 

Q How strongly do you agree or disagree that I would do more to try 
to stop climate change if other people did more, too?



“ Give us the credit 
for thinking for 

ourselves”

“ I love my car. It gives 
me freedom to get about 

when I want to. It’s a 
warm, safe bubble. I can 

play my music loud 
too…”

“ Congestion is 
awful around 

here. 
Ridiculous…and 
I’m worried about 
the environment.”
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For more, see:



22%4%

12%

21%
36%

5%

Tend to oppose

Strongly support

Don’t know

Strongly oppose

Neither/nor
Tend to support

Q How strongly do you agree…

“The cost of residents' parking in London should be linked to 
how polluting their car is”?

� � � � � � � 	 � � � � � � � � 	 � � � � � � � � 
 � � � 
 � � 
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Base: 1,002 Greater London residents, 9-14 November 2006 Source: Ipsos MORI/Evening Standard
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Q As you may know, several schemes exist across the world, including in 

central London, that charge road users fees to drive in and around certain 
towns and city centres. The schemes are designed to reduce traffic 
congestion and improve the local environment e.g. by reducing emissions. 
How strongly do you support or oppose the principle of road charging?

8%

25%

14%
19%

29%

5%

Tend to oppose

Strongly supportDon’t know

Strongly oppose

Neither support nor 
oppose

Tend to support

Base: 1,994 British adults aged 16+, interviewed face-to-face, 23-29 August 2007 
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 � �

…all revenues raised would 
be returned to the road user 

through cheaper petrol

% support

…all revenues raised would be 
used to improve public transport

% oppose

…all revenues raised would 
be returned to the road user 

through lower road tax

Q How strongly would you support or oppose road charging if. . .?

+ net support

+20

+28

+40

Base: 1,994 British adults aged 16+, interviewed face-to-face, 23-29 August 2007 
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37
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3
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3

2

1

1

*

# � � � � � � �4%*� 
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Base: 969 GB adults aged 15+, 31 Aug – 06 Sep 2007 

% Agree strongly % Agree slightly % Neither/nor
% Disagree slightly % Disagree strongly

I don’t think it’s enough for companies 
to say that they are ethical, they need 

to prove it to me

A lot of companies nowadays 
pretend to be ethical just to charge 

higher prices

A lot of companies nowadays 
pretend to be ethical just to sell 

more products

I would trust a company more if it was 
honest about all of its policies and 

practices, even if I didn’t agree with 
them all
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Q Which two or three companies do you think take their social 
and environmental responsibilities most seriously?

31%
30%
29%

19%
15%
14%
14%

8%
7%
6%

3%
3%
3%
2%
2%
2%
1%
1%
1%
1%Walkers

The Co-operative Group
(Co-op)
Marks & Spencer
The Body Shop
Tesco
Asda
Sainsbury’s
Waitrose
Birds Eye 
John Lewis
Morrisons / Safeway
McDonald’s
Boots
Coca-Cola
Kellogg’s
Primark
Starbucks
Néstle
Somerfield
B&Q

30%
21%

14%
11%

9%
8%

6%
4%
4%
4%
3%
3%
3%
3%
2%
3%
2%
2%
2%
2%

The Body Shop
Waitrose

Base: All adults 16 – 64 (1,000), May 2008

MOST LEAST
McDonald’s

Coca-Cola
Primark

Néstle
Tesco

Starbucks
Asda
B&Q

Birds Eye 
Walkers

Boots
Marks & Spencer

Morrisons / Safeway
Sainsbury’s

The Co-operative Group
(Co-op)

Kellogg’s
John Lewis
Somerfield



35%

22%

22%

18%

18%

14%

10%

9%

9%

6%

5%

5%

4%

4%

Asylum/ immigration

Unemployment

Fuel/ energy costs

Iraq

Education

Defence

Managing the economy

Housing

Healthcare

Protecting the environment

Taxation

Pensions

Public transport

Crime/ anti-soc. behaviour

Q Looking ahead of the next General Election, which, if any, of these issues 
do you think will be very important to you in helping you decide which 
party to vote for? Change from 

June 2001

+2
n/a

-3

+3

n/a

+7

-6

+8

+7

+8

-17

-28

+28
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Base: 1,005 British adults, 15-17 August 2008

+7



Managing the economy

Education

Healthcare

38%

38%

35%

19%

25%

26%

31%

19%

16%

14%

9%

11%

8%

11%

10%

6%

30%

28%

38%

23%

22%

29%

16%

23%

9%

19%

7%
5%

5%

4%

5%

4%

19%

8%

5%

5%

Crime

Taxation

Protecting the envt.

Pensions

35

Asylum / immigration

% important
-15

+3

-1

-19

-22

-3

-3 

Labour lead

-21
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Housing

Base: 1,005 British adults, 15-17 August 2008
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Conservatives Labour Lib Dems Some other party



Managing the economy

Education

Healthcare

39%

47%

46%

13%

41%

17%

6%

5%

22%

27%

6%

13%

7%

9%

20%

35%

33%

32%

43%

32%

21%

12%

3%

8%

21%

13%

9%5%

3%

4%

9%

7%

13%

36%

5%

2%

Crime

Taxation

Protecting the envt.

Pensions

35

Asylum / immigration

% important

-22

+8

0

-22

-41

-1

-13 

Labour lead

-41
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Housing

Base: all adults who say each issue is very important, 15-17 August 2008
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